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of texts and phraseology. Professors who have been
expounding Shakespeare on that scholarly basis are
as a rule very much unprepared for any large exten-
sion of the challenge to the authenticity of the Folio
plays; though they have had to deal as best they
can with the more limited challenges of the past.
Even the newer bibliographical inquiries find them
rather unresponsive. More radical challenges simply
repel them.
Those, then, who patiently attempt a searching
analysis of the material, with an eye to the problems
of authorship, need look for little encouragement.
What is more, they must be prepared for reversions
and retardations, in respect of the chronic resurgence
of that habit and temper of idolatry or iconolatry
which so long resisted and retarded the higher criti-
cism in matters Biblical. Probably nine out of ten
" readers " of Shakespeare spontaneously repugn and
resent the notion that much of what they have been
reading all their lives as the work of the Master can
possibly be the work of other men. And inasmuch as
the orthodox are thus the great majority of the
reading and listening " Shakespearean public," there
is a perpetual pressure upon even the inquirers to
feed Cerberus with sirloins, and stay him with flagons.
Nay, there is their own inherited propensity to reckon
with. The urge to so-called vindication belongs to
the very habit as well as to the tradition of the study.
And the very concept of " vindication " is thus
vitiated.